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 Sociology of Law and Human 
Rights  

CH: 03    Prerequisite: NA 

     
Learning objectives: 

Through completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. understand the philosophy of human rights in the local, national and international context; 
2. demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical perspectives in the sociology of law and legal processes 

in contemporary society; 
3. comprehend the rights of the minority, children, prisoners, women etc.; and 
4. analyze patterns of structural inequality and violence in contexts of local, national, and transnational 

relations and practice, and how human rights have empirically impacted such contexts. 

Content 

1. The concept of Law 
1.1.Major legal systems 
1.2.The Functions and Organization of Law 

 
2. What is Sociology of Law 

2.1.The Cross-Cultural Context of Law 
2.2.Sociology of Law and its difference from Jurisprudence. 

 
3. Theoretical Foundations of the Sociology of law: Classical Social Theorists 

3.1.Marxism & the Law 
3.2.Critical Perspectives on the Sociology of Law 
3.3.Law & Social Control 
3.4. Law & Social Change/Law & Social Justice 

 
4. Selected Issues in the Sociology of Law  

4.1.Gender, Race, Social Class, and the Law 
4.2.Discrimination & Law/ Disability & Accommodation/Immigration & the Pakistani Legal System 
4.3.Education & Law/ Public Institutions & Law 

 
5. Human Rights  

5.1.Definition  and historical background 
5.2.Need and importance of human rights in Pakistan  
5.3.Classification of Human Rights   

5.3.1. Collective Rights 
5.3.2. Ethnic and minority rights  
5.3.3. Fundamental Rights  
5.3.4. Constitutional rights   
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6. International Organizations and Human Rights  
6.1.Women rights and CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All kind of Discrimination Against 

Women) 
6.2.Rights of the child (CRC)  
6.3.Rights of Minorities (Declaration on the rights of persons belonging to minorities 1992) 
6.4.Rights of the refugees ( convention relating to the status of refugee 1951) 

 
7. Human Rights in Pakistan  

7.1.Fundamental rights of the citizens in Pakistan  
7.2.Women's rights in the constitution  
7.3.Child rights in the constitution 
7.4.Constitution and the minority.   
7.5.Violation Of Human Rights In Pakistan   

7.5.1. Human Trafficking   
7.5.2. Women's Rights  Violation  
7.5.3. Rights Of Children  Violation 
7.5.4. Prisoner’s Rights Violation    
7.5.5. Labor Rights 
7.5.6. Human Rights and United Nation  

Teaching-Learning Strategies: 

Teaching will combine class lectures, class discussions, and group work.  

Assignments:  

The sessional work will be a combination of written assignments, class quizzes, presentations, and class 
participation/attendance.  

Assessments and Examination: 

 
Sr. 
No. 

Elements Weightage Details 

1. Midterm 
Assessment 

35% It is a written examination that takes place 
at the mid-point of the semester. 

2. Formative 
Assessment 

25% It is a continuous assessment. It includes 
variety of activities mentioned above. 

3. Final 
Assessment 

40% It is a written examination that takes place 
at the end of the semester.  

Suggested Readings: 

1. Bonds, E. (2021). Social problems: a human rights perspective. Routledge. 
2. Levy, D., & Sznaider, N. (2021). Human rights and memory. Penn State University Press. 
3. Brunsma, D. L., Smith, K. E. I., & Gran, B. K. (Eds.). (2019). Sociology for Human Rights: Approaches for 

Applying Theories and Methods. Routledge. 
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4. Gurvitch, G., & Hunt, A. (2020). Sociology of law. Routledge. 
5. Johnstone, R., Ingleby, R., & Hunter, R. (Eds.). (2020). Thinking about Law: Perspectives on the history, 

philosophy and sociology of law. Routledge. 
6. De Munck, J. (2018). Human rights and capabilities: a program for a critical sociology of law. Critical 

Sociology, 44(6), 921-935.  
7. Moyn, Samuel (2010). The last utopia: human rights in history. Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard 

University Press.  
8. Vago, S. & Nelson, A. (2009). Law & Society 3rd ed.. Toronto: Pearson, Prentice Hall 
9. Dermot, Groome.(2001). The Handbook of Human Rights Investigations. Northborough, MA: Human Rights 

Press. 
10. David Forsythe. (2000). Human Rights in International Relations. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
11. Richard Falk. (2000). Human Rights Horizons: The Pursuit of Justice in a Globalizing World. New York: 

Routledge.\ 
12. Khan Zafar (2007). Human Rights (Theory and Practice 2nd Revised Edition). Zaki Sons Karachi Pakistan. 

ISBN. 969-8373-09-1 
Beitz, Charles R. (2009). The idea of human rights. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

13. Doebbler, Curtis F. J (2006). Introduction to international human rights law. Cd Publishing 
Freeman, Michael (2002). Human rights: an interdisciplinary approach. Cambridge 

  


